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It is most fitting that a book should be published to mark the occasion of the opening 
of Friends’ School’s exciting new Junior School facilities, one which looks back over the 
development of the education of our very youngest pupils at a time when the school’s 
governors have shown in the best possible way their commitment to a healthy and 
vibrant future.

Over the past weeks we, too, have spent time looking back with a great deal of 
affection, enjoying with visiting Old Scholars and staff memories of the ‘Sanatorium’ 
before it was converted into the Junior School.  For some, seeing our familiar old 
classrooms come to the end of their working life has been a little sad, although the 
excitement and anticipation of our wonderful new classrooms and Watson Hall has far 
surpassed any such feelings and we begin our new school year full of ambition and 
eagerness.

Tony Watson has been the driving force behind this publication, as he has been for so 
many aspects of the whole school building development project from its inception to 
its conclusion.  For those of you who are part of the Junior School’s history this volume 
will, I am sure, stir many memories.  For those of you who are part of the school’s 
present and its future it will, I hope, reaffirm Friends’ School’s determination to provide 
the very best start to school life for pupils in Saffron Walden and the surrounding area.

Graham Wigley 
Head, 2006 – present

Foreword 
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Introduction

This year is the school’s 310th anniversary and the twentieth anniversary of the re-
opening of the Junior School as Gibson House in 1992. It also marks the completion 
of the fi rst stage of the school’s redevelopment plan, agreed by the Board in 2004, 
with the opening of two new buildings to complete the Junior School. It has been over 
thirty years since the governors have been able to build new buildings on the Saffron 
Walden site. During the planning for the tercentenary in 2002 the Board of Governors 
was challenged by the then head, Andy Waters, to consider the future of Friends’ 
School in the twenty-fi rst century. 

The opening of the new buildings is the fi rst achievement of the development plan. 
This book records the history of the Junior School and the completion of the current 
redevelopment. The previous history of the school can be found in three publications. 
In Unbroken Community, published in 1952, David W. Bolam described the story 
of the school from 1702 to 1952 – the fi rst two hundred and fi fty years. A booklet 
written by former head, John C. Woods, recorded A Hundred Years at Saffron Walden, 
1879–1979. The School on the Hill was published for the tercentenary in 2002 and 
contains recollections mainly by Old Scholars. Only the last of these publications 
remains available, although you will fi nd the fi rst two on the Old Scholars website.

When the school considered how to mark the opening and record the history of the 
creation of these two new buildings, it seemed appropriate that there should be a 
record of the education of children in their early years. Unlike the Senior School, the 
education of young children at Friends’ School has not been consistent, dependant as 
it has been on the fi nancial position of the school and the requirements of parents over 
more than three hundred years.

This record relies on the history contained in the three publications mentioned above, 
and also on the recollections of members of staff and Old Scholars. I was fortunate 
to be a pupil from 1944 to 1952, and perhaps even more fortunate to have been 
involved as an Old Scholar and a governor over the years since.

I hope that this record will stand the 
test of time and be of interest to future 
generations of parents, scholars and staff. 
The Board of Governors decided to name 
the new Junior School Hall, Watson Hall. 
This was an honour I was reluctant to 
accept unless I could record the effort and 
involvement of all those who were part 
of the development team. I hope that this 
record of the history of the Junior School 
records the school’s appreciation of all 
those who have been involved in this 
recent development.

I wish present and future pupils and staff 
of the Gibson buildings enjoyment of the 
new environment in which to begin their 
education.

Tony Watson
Old Scholar and former Governor
1st June 2012

Tony Watson with Bursar, David Wood
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Chapter 1 
tHe eArly yeArs

Clerkenwell, 1702–1786

Friends’ School began in the late seventeenth century. The division of society into 
classes according to birth had a great bearing on the environment into which children 
were born. This is a world similar to that later described by Dickens in the 19th 
century and we all know the story of Oliver Twist. That a school should start life as 
a workhouse where education was only a part of the facilities provided is in direct 
contrast to the education of young people now provided.

The following text in italics is taken verbatim from Unbroken Community.

John Bellers had a plan. He lived in an age of plans: an Englishman had planned a 
London destroyed by fire; a German was working to bring knowledge into one system; 
a Frenchman was to dream of a united Europe … At such a time John Bellers worked 
away at his own busy ideas – schemes to give prisoners work, to improve government, 
to abolish poverty. One plan was especially dear.

This plan was for a community – “Proposals for raising a Colledge of Industry of all 
useful Trades and Husbandry” – and was published in 1695.

By 1702 John Bellers had gained the support of London and Middlesex Quarterly 
Meeting to put his idea into practice. On 27 July 1702 the new adventure began. 

A former workhouse had been leased at Clerkenwell. A Committee had been formed, 
with representatives from each of the London Monthly meetings, to administer the 
scheme. Old people and boys were ready to enter. A new community had come to life.

This community, funded by Quakers, provided accommodation and work for the poor 
Quakers and education for their children. 

The buildings had a regular pattern: three sides of a quadrangle, tied together by a 
high wall … The Committee considered the buildings “extraordinarily convenient” for 
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a healthy pattern of life … The array of windows, opening out on to the quadrangle, 
meant well-lit rooms. Rising at five in summer and six o’clock in winter, the children 
made every use of the morning sunlight, but in the evening, when candles were 
brought in, four had to serve for nearly fifty children at work.

For all its austerity, life at the Workhouse was very healthy in comparison with the 
living conditions of the age. During the hundred and nine years the Workhouse 
existed, 1,159 boys and girls lived there, of whom 44 died from smallpox and other 
illness. Yet just over half a mile away…Captain Coram established his Foundling 
Hospital. During the first 15 years of its life, 1,348 children entered, and the kindly 
philanthropist, Jonas Hanway, found it remarkable “that only 724 died in all this time”.

Each day had its own pattern of work and activity. The children helped with all the 
jobs of the house and kitchen, from the making of beer to the dipping of candles for 
winter light. The girls were far busier about the house than the boys: it was looked 
on as a training for their future life as servants … The children spent an hour before 
breakfast, and at least the whole of the mornings, in the workrooms …  “For at Four 
or Five Years old, besides Reading, Boys and Girls might be taught to Knit, Spin etc., 
and bigger Boys Turning etc., and beginning young, they would make the best Artists.” 
… At first, local trades were experimented with: weaving, winding, Bengal silk, and 
making thread; but an effort to dispose of a glut of shoe-maker’s thread on “the 
goeing out of the Next Virginia fleet” was one of several signs that such work did not 
pay. The work at Clerkenwell quickly narrowed down to the spinning of mop-yarn and 
a certain amount of oakum picking; such work brought in money for several years, and 
was a job which even a small boy of seven could do, with “one Bigg Boy and two Little 
ones Working together”.

By 1774 the conflict between work and education was being questioned.

Other men had also taken a personal interest in the children’s schoolwork. Of especial 
significance was the interest of John Fothergill, who was doctor to the Workhouse 
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from 1747 to 1765, and knew its life intimately. In 1760 Fothergill brought an 
important report of education before Yearly Meeting, and in 1779 he helped to found 
Ackworth School. It was against this background of a renewed concern for education 
throughout the whole Society of Friends that the most sustained attempt to improve 
the Workhouse was to take place.

In 1774, 12 years of vigorous reform began. Sometimes the Quarterly Meeting took 
the initiative, sometimes the Committee.

Between 1774 and 1786 there was a greater acknowledgement of the need to 
improve the education of the children and less need to fund the workhouse from the 
work the children undertook.

The crowning achievement, however, remained a new home for the children. In 1786 
this great move took place, and the boys and girls went to the attractive house which 
had been prepared for them, half a mile away along the Islington Road … The children 
had gained a life of their own, and the ground had been cleared for the future 
development of a school.

Islington, 1786–1825

The house on the Islington Road was described as a “very commodious building … the 
whole occupying a very large space of ground … The outside has the appearance of a rural 
villa, surrounded by pleasure-grounds, gardens and trees. It is not only a House of Industry, 
but also a Meeting House … also a Charity School for boys and girls.”

It should be noted that the school has maintained its charity status, beginning before 
the introduction of the Charities Act in 1872, up to the present day.

The ceilings are remarkably high, the windows large, and the rooms airy … the 
reforms also gave the chance for boys and girls to lead a more interesting life in the 
world outside. 

Former pupils now no longer found employment only in London, but in Yorkshire and 
elsewhere. A plan for the promotion of learning was prepared by a sub-committee.

First the plan offered a systematic time-table, which placed school work in the centre. 
Work for profit was left entirely behind: a share in the work of the house would be the 
only thing to distract from the boys’ time in the classroom.

The pattern of the day’s work brought out a second feature of the plan: the division 
of the work of the schoolroom into five activities – Spelling, Grammar, Reading, 
Arithmetic and Writing. The last feature of the plan was novel: a system for rewards 
and for school-work only.

At this time there were other “Friends’ Schools,” where sons of richer Quakers enjoyed 
a fuller curriculum. Such schools were not the concern of a Quarterly meeting, but of 
enterprising individuals.
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There is mention in Unbroken Community of Sidcot, Cirencester and Wandsworth. 
Only Sidcot remains, although we have already heard of Ackworth, and there is also 
mention of what are now Bootham and The Mount, both in York.

As may be expected there is much mention of finance; the workhouse carried out 
work to fund itself, while the school now charged its parents a weekly fee.

There is a record of various improvements up to 1811, then:

These small improvements over a decade prepared the School for the great change of 
1811; but money and the “competition” of Ackworth had first to force a decision.

It became clear that the School would never pay with only 40 to 50 children. There 
was a vicious circle – charges were too high to attract more children, charges could 
not be lowered unless more children. Again, there was evident need for a school for 
Quaker children in the London district and surrounding counties, but parents found it 
cheaper to send to Ackworth; the local Monthly Meetings paid 5s. per week for each 
child at the “Friends’ School and Workhouse,” while Ackworth charged about 4s. 
In early 1811, 58 children from among London Friends were on a list for Ackworth, 
as well as some from Essex and nearby counties. And all the time, the premises in 
Islington were not being fully used.

The need was clear, and in 1811 the changes were rapidly made.

By 1815 there were 111 children in the school, supported by the four Quarterly 
Meetings but also by the surrounding areas of Essex, Kent, Sussex and Surrey, Dorset 
and Hants., Berks and Oxon., Bucks., Beds. and Herts., Northants, and Suffolk. The 
school was renamed “Friends’ School”, under the care of the Quarterly Meeting of 
London and Middlesex.

The school remained a boarding-community, and its aim was still to give “a good and 
guarded education” to the children of needy Friends … [the workhouse] had been 
replaced by a Friends’ School which in size, support and aim could join company with 
Ackworth, Wigton and Sidcot.

Numbers varied between 100 and 150. Children started in school at the age of seven 
or eight. During this period generations of Quaker families came to the school, a 
trend that continues today. The extended area from which children came made for an 
isolated life.

After having travelled on the top of a coach for several days, they were likely to spend 
most of the next seven years within the same walls. Irregular holidays occurred – not 
least to help building repairs – but there were no regular holidays until 1848, and then 
only a month in the summer.
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Croydon, 1825–1879

The move to Croydon in 1825 brought little change. The new building was good, a 
delightful Queen Anne house, enlarged and adapted for its new use. The situation was 
healthy and safely clear from a growing London.

Although the move to Croydon initially brought little change, the changing conditions 
and requirements of education did bring about a change in the manner of teaching. 
From 1825 the head of the school was known as the superintendent; in a joint 
appointment the wife continued to act as “Mistress of the family”.

John Sharp was appointed superintendent between 1842 and 1853.

John Sharp had struggled with generous ideals for the class-room.

1. Never do a thing for a scholar, but teach him to do it himself.

2.  Never get out of patience with dullness; or rather never get out of patience with 
anything, but especially with dullness and stupidity.

3. Cherish an interest in all the scholars and aim equally to secure the progress of all.

4. Do not hope, or attempt, to make all your pupils alike.

5. Assume no false appearances as to knowledge or character.
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Teachers needed a fuller training, and the sub-committee on education had made an 
attempt to improve this. In 1850 a more systematic time-table had been drawn up, 
giving them more free time; arrangements were also made for a tutor to visit one 
evening a week to guide their studies in Latin, French, Euclid and Algebra. Books were 
bought for a teachers’ library to help widen their interests. These changes applied to 
the young women as much as the men … Inevitably, the quality of teachers at Croydon 
slowly improved.

Nothing helped on these changes more than the community’s third great move in 
1879. A series of epidemics showed that the Croydon situation was unhealthy. The 
houses of London were also creeping too near.

This completes a brief snapshot of the first 177 years of the school on three sites. It 
records a huge change in the education of the poorer children in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. From humble beginnings the school had caught up with the 
requirements of late nineteenth-century Quaker parents. A new beginning in Saffron 
Walden was about to take place. However, for a number of years there were no young 
children at the new school.

Tony Watson
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Chapter 2 
tHe scHool moves to sAffron WAlden

Development at Saffron Walden, 1879–1948

The new school at Saffron Walden provided accommodation for 58 boys and 32 girls. 
The total cost of construction was £29,000, mainly found from the sale of the Croydon 
property; a proposed hospital was not within the funds available. Further development 
followed; a chemistry laboratory in 1892, music rooms in 1898, new classrooms and 
a workshop on the girls’ side in 1900, teachers’ studies in 1901, and in 1902 for the 
bicentenary, a swimming pool and a gymnasium. These were followed in 1903 by the 
masters’ studies and in 1911 by the sanatorium, later to become Gibson House.

Separate education of girls and boys continued until 1910, when they were taught 
together; day boys and girls were welcomed in the early twentieth century.



15www.friends.org.uk

In 1913 the Old Scholars Association, founded in Croydon in 1869, held its first Lecture 
Weekend and the first scholar sat and passed the London Matriculation examination. The 
head of the school became a headmaster with the appointment of John Edward Walker 
in 1890. The ongoing difficulties of balancing numbers of children with the amount of 
fees charged were alleviated by the introduction of bursaries bringing help to parents with 
lesser income, which helped to balance the books. During the twentieth century there 
were numerous attempts, with varying success, to encourage co-operation with the Essex 
Education Committee.

The First Junior School at Saffron Walden, 1930–1948

New schemes for development were 
considered in 1929. John C. Woods 
writes in A Hundred Years at Saffron 
Walden.

Proposals were made for a junior 
preparatory school to meet the 
needs for Friends day schools, 
an efficient day school in Saffron 
Walden and Friends boarding school 
for children between 6 and 10 years 
… new funds and buildings were 
needed for the junior department. 
Within a year Flint House (now 
Croydon) had been purchased so 
that the Junior School opened in the 
autumn of 1930.
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The School on the Hill contains 
memories of Junior House collected 
by Jean Stubbs. Margaret Stubbs, 
Jean’s mother, held the post of 
matron–housekeeper from the 
opening in 1930 until her retirement 
in 1946. The following are extracts 
from The School on the Hill.

Throughout its existence the 
children’s impressions of the life 
at Junior House in the company of 
the resident adults shows a striking 
consistency – it was “a happy 
school where time passed quickly”, 
lessons merged into activities, and 
communal mealtimes moulded 
friendships.

The Junior School opened in the autumn of 1930 – a knapped flint and grey brick 
house, standing squarely in its garden, high above the Debden Road corner: lawn, 
backyard, kitchen garden, orchard; a pump, no longer in working order, by the scullery 
door. With the Teacher Jeanne Barrie, Margaret Stubbs, six boy boarders, two day-
boys, five day-girls – lessons commenced, using Senior School space.

Meanwhile foundations for the redbrick extension were laid and building went ahead. 
By Easter 1931 the playground had been levelled and concreted, also the backyard 
after a second well shaft had been discovered – and filled.

The Summer Term 1931 brought Joyce Harris, the Headmistress, and two girls to 
board in the increased space. The ground floor now had an additional two classrooms, 
extended dining area – and covered way with its three fire buckets.

Rapidly numbers grew to a full 
complement of over thirty children, 
thirteen of them boarders fairly divided 
between boys and girls. The School 
flourished through peace and war, 
but the plans for further enlargement 
were never carried out; and eventually 
the 1944 Education Act, with the 11+ 
entrance, obliged the School Committee 
to review and alter the nature of the 
main School, absorbing the premises, 
which were renamed Croydon House.

The four years of transition up to 1948 
saw the Intermediate Class, with Betty 
Morland as Teacher, accommodating 
the ten-year-olds; Joyce Harris married 
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and left in 1946; then Margaret Stubbs retired, and in 1948 Jeanne Barrie set up 
independently in the town, forming Junior House School.

Peter Joselin remembers:

I was just over eight when I started as a boarder in Junior House in September 1942.

One of my clearest memories of Junior House is the homesickness of the first few days. 
This lessened with time due to the kindness of the staff, but it didn’t go completely all 
year, nor even for a couple of years. The boys’ bedroom I was in was downstairs on 
the left at the bottom of the stairs. There were about half a dozen or so of us in the 
room. It had pine tree trunks, the bark still on them, which supported the ceiling in the 
hope that they would prevent the upper floor from collapsing in the event of a bomb 
hitting nearby … Wooden blackout shutters and heavy curtains covered the windows 
each night. The girls had a similar bedroom down the hallway. In early December 1942 
I came down with chickenpox. I remember being carried on a stretcher by two sixth 
formers under the trees, along mistresses walk, to the san.

The san, or sanatorium, became Gibson 
House many years later.

Tony Watson recalls:

I was just seven when I joined Junior House, 
in January 1944, a day boy joining a class 
which had started together the previous 
September. The classrooms, like all buildings 
at the time, had windows covered in tape 
to prevent flying glass. Outside there was a 
large sandpit in which we built marble runs, 
through tunnels dug out with rulers. I remember little of lessons, except the difficulty 
with multiplication tables, or spelling. My love of athletics began in the lower school 
field, now under the senior school car park and sports hall, where the sprinting races 
were hotly contested with John Skelton. The best sprinter on the girls’ side was Margaret 
Pilgrim, who much later became my wife. The most vivid memory of this time relates to 
the end of the war in 1945. I walked or biked from my home in the town up Debden 
Road, where the Water Tower looked over the skyline, there were no tall trees then, and 
on top of the tower was a flagpole which leaned to the right. On VE day a Union Jack 
flew from the flagpole and thereafter for some years the pole leaned to the left!

In 1948, with the introduction of state education came discussions with Essex County 
Council, two extra governors being nominated by ECC, and the introduction of pupils 
funded by them. John Woods writes:

The priority was the academic standing of the school, especially at Sixth form level, and 
facilities for academic work separate from leisure and living accommodation. The price 
of this priority was to close the Junior School … The accommodation thus released was 
converted as Croydon House for dormitories and domestic science.

Following this seventeen-year period of both junior and senior school teaching, there is 
a long gap before provision for young children is again considered.
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Chapter 3 
gibson House, 1974–2012 

1974 - 1988

Mike and Sue Collins recall their time as members of staff at Gibson House.

When we arrived in Saffron Walden in January 1974 Gibson House was the junior 
boys’ Boarding House (Years 7, 8 and 9) with Housemaster John Gillett. The original 
one-storey building was the sanatorium with a two-storey cottage alongside for the 
Matron. Once it became a boarding house the two buildings were joined together by 
a covered passage housing a small kitchen from where the boys’ house matron could 
serve supper. One of the small wards became the housemaster’s office.

When John Gillett moved to be senior boys’ housemaster he was succeeded by Paul 
High. Paul had a family of three small children, and so the cottage, with two medium 
and one small bedroom – not to mention the office/sitting room across the corridor in 
the boys’ house – was not suitable accommodation. A flat-roofed extension was built 
out over the top of the boarding house to add two extra bedrooms, a bathroom, and 
a sitting room. 

The large sanatorium had been replaced by a smaller building across the courtyard. 
This had separate “wards” for boys and girls and was perfectly adequate for most 
of the time. A flu epidemic in the late 1970s filled all available beds, one of the 
Gibson dormitories had to be requisitioned as a temporary “ward” for those whose 
temperature was stabilising, and the St John’s Ambulance sent volunteers to reinforce 
the overstretched school nursing staff!

In September 1977 Mike took over the house from Paul High and we moved into the 
now five-bedroomed flat. Underneath our sitting room was a small dormitory. (This 
became later the JS Head’s Office and a cloakroom corridor to the verandah.) Our 
largest bedroom, looking out on to the garden, was above the boys’ common room 
(later the IT room). The rooms that became classrooms were dormitories, and the room 
which became the JS library was first the smallest dormitory and then a TV room.
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We lived in Gibson House for 11 years, during which time there were several different 
assistant housemasters and the number of boarders fluctuated. The appearance of the 
dormitories changed to some degree as better beds, better clothes storage and, best 
of all, duvets replaced the old fashioned fittings and bedclothes.

We left in August 1988 and for a while the house became a mixed junior boarding 
house before being transformed into a junior school.

One constant factor in all this time was Ellie Parry. When Mike became housemaster 
Ellie became junior boys’ matron, stayed to be matron in the mixed house and then 
joined the Junior School staff as an indispensable part of the team – filling whatever 
role was necessary at first and latterly becoming TA in Year 2. Her nursing experience 
was invaluable at all times as was her unfailing cheerfulness. Hair, face and teeth – 
Ellie’s morning cry as she checked the boys out of Gibson in the morning has become 
one of our family sayings!

1992–1996

Lynda Sharpe was appointed in June 1992 to set up a junior school in Gibson House, a 
large white-washed building in its own grounds, in the premises built originally as the 
school sanatorium in 1911. It was expanded in 1995 to include a nursery.

It was a very exciting project, as it meant considering every aspect of a new school – 
furniture, books, curriculum, uniform, staff and, of course, the recruitment of the first 
pupils, who were to be aged 7 to 11 years. The target set by the governors was that 
it was to open in the autumn with ten pupils. As Lynda had an eight-year-old son, 
Daniel, who would become pupil number one, there were only nine to be recruited!
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Lynda recalls:

In the first week of June (as I had a two-week half term from my current post at a 
Yorkshire prep school) my family and I stayed in the school’s medical centre, opposite 
Gibson House, and my work began. Whilst my husband and son explored the 
surrounding area, I held an open day, interviewed prospective parents and ordered 
furniture and books.

It was an exhausting summer … everywhere needed decorating, display boards and 
blackboards needed erecting, furniture and books arrived and we finally made our 
move from Yorkshire and into the Gibson House flat which occupied the first floor of 
the building. Part of the flat which was downstairs was needed for the new school, so 
one of the upstairs bedrooms was turned into a kitchen during our first few weeks in 
residence.

Gibson House opened its doors in September 1992 to 15 pupils. The only full-time 
member of staff other than Lynda Sharpe was Elspeth (Ellie) Parry, the Gibson boarding 
house matron, who was to be teaching assistant, playground supervisor, receptionist 
and anything else which was needed. Nina Gatward taught French for one afternoon 
a week to release Lynda to show around prospective parents and some of the senior 
school teaching staff took such lessons as PE, ICT, Design Technology, Art and Music, 
so that the children could be split into lower and upper juniors for their main academic 
lessons. The juniors had full use of the sports hall, swimming pool, music school, main 
hall, the art and technology areas and the dining hall.

An early highlight was the lovely mural painted by Jim Anderson, the artist in 
residence, for the Gibson entrance hall. Lynda, Ellie and all fifteen pupils featured in 
the painting, with the children making suggestions and watching enraptured as it took 
shape.
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A new pupil joined before Christmas, in time to take part in the carol service and 
shadow play, a further two joined in January; by the end of the first year there were 26 
pupils and Gibson was becoming a thriving and happy little community.

In the spring of 1993 Lynda Sharpe met with the governors’ education committee and 
persuaded them to lower the age group to take five- to seven-year-olds from the start 
of the second year. This was a successful move, and September 1993 saw the roll rise 
to 52 pupils and the appointment of new members of staff – Nikki Prestwich to teach 
the infants, assisted by Vivienne Menhinnick, and Sally Knight to teach with Lynda 
in the juniors. When Sally took maternity leave Linda Ridsdill-Smith joined the staff, 
and when numbers increased again for January 1994, Helen Lane became the second 
teacher in the infants.

Lynda writes,

I have such happy memories of those first two years. Pupils could arrive from 8 a.m. 
and many of them stayed until 6 p.m., playing in the day room or outside in the 
garden. Ellie would make drinks and sandwiches and we all sat chatting and laughing, 
like one big family.

Our first residential trip for the older pupils was to Scarborough, followed by trips to 
Wales and the Isle of Wight, which the children loved.

The first major drama production was ‘The Wizard of Oz’ – Nikki Prestwich directed, 
assisted by Edward Dodge, the director of music, and Ellie’s daughter Clare, who 
painted an absolutely wonderful set. This was to be the first of a series of fabulous 
shows performed in the main school hall. My son, Daniel, who was almost ten , played 
the Tin Man and discovered a talent for singing and acting which led to his career 
becoming that of a professional musical theatre performer, touring in shows such as 
‘Evita’ and ‘Chitty, Chitty Bang Bang’.

By the end of the second year the juniors were outgrowing the space available in 
Gibson House. The day room had become a library, and the smallest classroom had 
become a music room with a Clavinova piano, to be used by the new music teacher, 
Martin Wilson. The original, tiny head’s office now housed Gibson’s own secretary, 
Christine Noakes (previously, the senior head’s secretary had also served Gibson). Lynda 
Sharpe moved into the old matron’s room where she finally had space for a couple of 
armchairs for visitors.

By September 1994 the Junior School had taken over half of the medical centre, 
there were seven classes and more staff, including Melanie (Mim) Clark, who became 
Gibson’s first deputy head.

The number on roll finally hit the magic 100 in spring 1995, and it was now a very 
good feeder into the senior school.

At this time a nursery school, “The Avenues”, held sessions in the scout hut behind 
Gibson House. Following discussions with the nursery staff and the governors, it was 
decided to make this nursery part of the junior school, so that Friends’ School would 
finally encompass the whole age range from rising three years up to eighteen years. 
In order to do this the whole of the medical centre building would be needed as well 
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as the garden area for the youngest pupils to play. Work started in early 1995 to alter 
existing rooms in the main school to re-house the medical centre. In the summer 
term the necessary alterations were made for the new nursery – tiny toilets, a gated 
entrance, a garden fence, a wet play area, a quiet room and a main activity room. 

In September 1995 Gibson House Nursery opened, and the old medical centre building 
now housed all the infant classes and an art/technology room. The original Gibson 
building had four junior classrooms, a library, music room, office, staffroom, kitchen 
and head’s study. The scout hut became the assembly hall and offered space for 
peripatetic teachers giving instrumental lessons.

In September 1995 the first male teachers, Phil Soutar and John Dodsworth, began 
and a new playground area was made on the tennis courts. Gibson was a thriving 
Junior School of 130 pupils, fully embracing the Quaker ethos and a successful 
addition to the longstanding senior school.

Lynda Sharpe left Gibson House in July 1996 to return to her native Yorkshire, and 
Mark Anderson was appointed to take over as head from September 1996.

Lynda recollects, My years at Gibson House were very special ones. It was a challenge 
to set up a new school but one which I thoroughly enjoyed. I will never forget my time 
there and the wonderful friends I met, many of whom are still close friends today. 
Gibson will continue to be very dear to my heart for the rest of my life.

1996–2001

Following the departure of Linda Sharpe at the end of 1996 Mark Anderson was 
appointed Head of Gibson House, Friends’ Junior School.  Numbers steadily increased 
as the school became a more established part of the educational scene in Saffron 
Walden and in 1997 Sally Meyrick was appointed Deputy head.
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New uniforms were created with the introduction of blazers, rather than sweatshirts 
and the school expanded into the Orchard rooms and one room in Crossfield.  A new 
playground was created outside the Scout Hut and parents were invited in to take part 
in a mass tulip, daffodil and crocus planting around the school site.

Other notable events in the school calendar at this time were the annual firework 
displays, the annual camping in the summer, the orchestra trip to Sweden and the day 
trip to Calais.

As the school continued to grow it become a busier and more vibrant place with Lisa 
Taylor taking the hockey and leading the games.  Eventually a third House, Cadbury, 
was added to Penn and Fry. 

Mark Anderson served as Head of Gibson House from 1996 to 2001.

2001–2012

Andrew Holmes was appointed Head of Friends’ Junior School from September 2001.  
He succeeded Mark Anderson and arrived at the same time as Andy Waters was 
appointed Head of the school.

The first year in the school (Friends’ Junior School – no longer Gibson House) was a 
steep learning curve for all concerned as an ISI Inspection was planned for the Spring 
Term.  A great deal of work was put in by all staff to get ready for this in a very short 
space of time and the Junior School emerged triumphant at the end of the process.  
During this first year, Sue Westgarth and Debbie Ballingall (Caswell) joined the staff.  
Sue Collins, now Clerk to Friends’ School Governors, was teaching Year One.  Sally 
Manser was in charge of the Early Years; Maggie Griffiths the Infants and Sally Meyrick 
was in post as Deputy Head.

In 2001, the school celebrated its Tercentenary and pupils and staff took part in a 
procession through Saffron Walden dressed in clothing from different eras.  Some 
people managed to carry off the waistcoat, belt, socks and large 16th century hat 
look.  Andy Waters and Andrew Holmes did not.  The rest of the school looked 
wonderful, as we marked this very significant event in the history of the school.

A great deal of time was spent during the early years addressing the different areas 
of the curriculum.  National Numeracy and Literacy strategies needed to be taken on 
board and the use of computers and ICT was in its infancy.  It is hard to believe now, 
but a new technology called email was introduced and the pupils had their very own 
networked computer room with internet access.  Over the subsequent years, we have 
improved this area beyond recognition with Apple laptops, interactive white boards, an 
Apple Mac computer suite and latterly 20 Apple iPod (touch) players.

The buildings used by the Junior School included the Gibson block, the nursery 
building, the Orchard rooms, four classrooms in Leicester and, of course, the  
Scout Hut.



24 History of Friends’ Junior School

The role call of staff has changed since those days in 2001/2 with the addition and 
passing through of Janet Bethune, Jacky Branch and Judith Forgham.  Teaching 
assistants have also come and gone and these include: Sally Day, Nicola Stammers, 
Jane Baird, Ellie Parry, Sandra Budd and Bev Young. 

In 2001 the reception desk was occupied by Christine Noakes.  Rachel Longmuir 
succeeded her and Rachel May also worked in the office.  At present the Junior School 
has two secretaries, Adriana Forte and Mo Graham.

In the years since 2001, the Junior School has moved into Leicester and the Orchard 
Rooms have disappeared.  Thoughts concerning a new Junior School building were 
under consideration as early as 2002 and, after one or two false starts, the Junior 
School is about to move into the new buildings after nearly ten years of waiting.  It 
goes without saying that this is a very exciting time to be at the Junior School.

A School Council was introduced for the first time in the Junior School at the very 
start of 2002 and the establishment of the “Green Team” followed this, as the school 
began its drive towards the Eco Schools Green Flag status which was achieved in 2010.  
We also began to introduce silent meetings for worship on Monday mornings and this 
has developed into a regular start to the week for the Junior School.

As early as 2002 we began to introduce residential trips for the children, beginning 
with a Year Six weekend at Flatford Field Study Centre.  This soon expanded, 
developed and improved so that now Year Six spend a week in North Wales climbing 
and studying in the mountains of Snowdonia, Year Five visit North Norfolk, spending a 
week living and breathing the sea air, including a walk barefoot across River Glaven to 
Blakeney Point.  Year Four spend two nights at Flatford, Year Three a night at St Marks 
College in Audley End and Year Two have a sleepover at the end of the Year in their 
classroom.



25www.friends.org.uk

Over the past two years we have also developed our very own Forest School on what 
used to be called the “Young Farmers Field”.  This has been a very popular move, 
fitting as it does, within the Junior School ethos of getting children learning from and 
experiencing the great outdoors. 

One of the most significant appointments over the past years has been the 
appointment of Janet Bethune as Special Needs Coordinator to help and support those 
that need additional help.  Clare Gill has carried on the good work. 

Sport has been very important in the Junior School over the past eleven years.  It 
begins with everyone joining in on the Friday run, which has become an institution.  
Running (cross-country in particular) has almost become synonymous with the school.  

This really began with Sue Westgarth who instilled a love and enthusiasm for running, 
at whatever level, when she joined the school in September 2001.  This led to us 
hosting our own cross-country event and helping a number of excellent runners make 
their mark.  Sue sadly developed Motor-Neurone Disease in 2009 and died in October 
2010.  Her legacy endures and the Westgarth Cup is awarded to a deserving runner, 
with the ‘right’ attitude every year.

The Junior School has also hosted its own 6-a-side cricket tournament for the last 
eleven years and has developed football, hockey, netball, rounders, athletics and rugby 
teams competing against local teams (and not so local) and “punched well above its 
weight”.  Of course, a Quaker school would never actually punch anything! 

One of the highlights of the past eleven years has been the way music has spread 
rather infectiously throughout the school.  The school choir have been very active, 
inaugurating the Joint Quaker Junior School Choirs’ triennial event, the development 
of the Middle School Band and associated tours to York, Bristol, Reading and Banbury 
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as well as the Bandstand in Saffron Walden.  Thursday’s singing assembly has become 
established and the inclusivity of the “Big Song and Dance“ around the Maypole on 
Friends and Families Day.  All of these led with infectious enthusiasm and positivity by 
Martin Wilson.

From a more personal perspective, a great deal has happened at the Junior School 
since 2001.  Christine Noakes was an invaluable help during my first few years, along 
with Sally Manser and Sally Meyrick.  We have battled our way through three major 
inspections and the Early Years have completed four.  In all cases we have been very 
pleased with the outcomes and the inspection of 2012 was particular impressive 
with an “outstanding” Early Years and a Junior School where the pupils “are keen 
to do their best and tackle all tasks with energy and enthusiasm and are clearly 
self-motivated” with a broad curriculum which provides pupils with “ a wealth of 
experiences”, which is “diverse, vibrant and engaging”, provides “excellent extra-
curricular activities and sport”, has “excellent provision for pupils with additional 
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needs” and is a school which demonstrates a “sense of fairness and justice, together 
with moral awareness” throughout.  I would settle for that!

The future looks bright for the Junior School and with all new purpose built facilities it 
can only go from strength to strength.  The Junior School will have completed twenty 
years since Linda Sharpe began to build a school and three hundred and ten since 
Friends’ School was established.  There is no reason to believe that the school will not 
develop with confidence and thrive into this century and the next.  

Or in the words of my Comic Relief alter ego Buzz Lightyear - “ to infinity and 
beyond”.



28 History of Friends’ Junior School

Chapter 4 
PlAns for tHe future

The Tercentenary, Plans for the Twenty-First Century  
and Partnership in Building

A weekend in September 2002 was the occasion for two thousand people – 
governors, parents, pupils, staff and Old Scholars – to celebrate the tercentenary of the 
founding of Friends’ School. The whole school, in eighteenth-century costume, was 
led by the head, Andy Waters, and the junior school head, Andrew Holmes, from the 
school down the High Street to the Saffron Walden Museum grounds. This highlight 
was only a part of the celebrations which included a school ball, country dancing, sport 
on the field and the opening of the re-roofed swimming pool. This major event was 
the result of a large effort by both staff and old scholars, who recorded around one 
thousand Old Scholars taking part.

In the review by the governors at their November board meeting the head, Andy 
Waters, said, “Having looked back at the last three hundred years we need to ask 
where the school goes in the twenty-first century.” At their meeting in March 2003 
the board had formed a strategic development committee, to be clerked by Naomi 
Sargant, to report to the board on a development programme to update the school 
buildings. A small planning group led by Amanda Carpenter and supported by bursar 
Jane Corwin and other governors and staff worked hard to review what they did 
well and what it needed to develop its facilities. A special meeting of the board was 
held in January 2004 to receive a report, presented by Amanda Carpenter and Tony 
Watson, recommending the development of “a new school on the existing site”. 
They suggested the need for new buildings and had investigated how to fund their 
construction. 

The board agreed to commission a feasibility study to provide for four areas of 
development: a new junior school building, improved boarding and sixth-form 
facilities, restoration of the original nineteenth-century building and new arts and 
drama accommodation.
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An interview panel, consisting of Amanda Carpenter, governor Alison Whitfield, Jane 
Corwin and newly appointed development manager Sarah Westerhuis, interviewed 
four prospective firms. They appointed Tim Ronalds Architects to carry out a feasibility 
study. This report was duly presented to the board in November 2004, incorporating 
the four areas for development to be funded by the disposal of surplus land for 
residential development.

Various detailed plans were considered, initially by the newly created project steering 
group, and approved by the board. An application submitted in July 2006 for planning 
permission to Uttlesford District Council was preceded by presentations to the local MP 
and councillors as well as the public.

Considerable time was then taken in revising plans to satisfy the planning department; 
however, there was considerable objection from local residents at the extent of the 
new housing proposed. At last the plans were presented to the development control 
committee of Uttlesford District Council in November 2007. Despite the presentations 
of the new head, Graham Wigley, Old Scholar Mark Bertram and clerk of governors 
Tony Watson, the application was refused.

The project steering committee, led following the retirement of Amanda Carpenter by 
Sheila Brignall and then Tony Watson, met with the planners to discuss an acceptable 
scheme. The board accepted a recommendation to find a development partner, 
assisted by the appointment of further consultants.

The spring of 2008 was taken up by the interviewing and appointment of project 
managers Davis Langdon, surveyors Bidwells, quantity surveyors Sherriff Tiplady 
Associates, solicitors Mills and Reeve, and energy engineers Max Fordham.

Bidwells provided a list of potential development partners and the school selected four 
of these for interview. We agreed to select Hill Residential Ltd, based in Cambridge, 
to work with in the preparation of an alternative scheme. Detailed plans were 
considered, amended, rejected and revised. A balance had to be found between 
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the residential development to provide the funding and a suitable building to fit in 
with the development plan. Eventually the board agreed to proceed in stages with 
the development and agreed the provision of new junior school buildings as the first 
requirement, mainly to release the existing Gibson building for redevelopment.

Numerous negotiations between the school team, governors Tony Watson and Chris 
Hayward and new bursar David Wood, with Rob Hall of Hill Residential took place 
during the summer and autumn of 2009, assisted by project manager Brian Irving and 
surveyor Ian Wickerson.

Heads of terms were finally agreed in June 2009, with a conditional contract in 
November soon followed by the delivery of a planning application in January 2010.

Following discussions with local residents and the planning officers revised plans were 
considered in October and November 2010 and approved by the committee. Planning 
permission, subject to a large number of conditions, was granted in March 2011.

At long last the school would be 
able to see new buildings on the 
site. Included in the plans was the 
provision of an extended car park 
for the whole school and for the 
replacement of a tennis court by a 
new “multiple use games area”, 
or MUGA; the old tennis court was 
destined to be covered in part by 
the builder’s site office and by the 
new Gibson building. All we needed 
to do was to watch it being built – 
or so we thought!

Unless you are involved in the 
planning and construction of new 
buildings you will not understand 
the amount of detail and paperwork 
required to ensure that the building 
you need is constructed.

Hill Partnerships Ltd was asked to build the new school as well as the residential 
houses for Hill Residential Ltd. The project steering group asked that Tony Watson and 
David Wood provide the link between the school and the builders. A detailed set of 
data sheets was prepared and agreed with the junior school staff, and the employers’ 
requirements were agreed between the school’s architect, Anna Bardos acting for Tim 
Rolands Architects, supported by Alistair Gibson and Phil Armitage, and Hill Partnerships 
Ltd. Although the contract between the school and Hill Residential Ltd provided for the 
planning permission and for the sale of the residential land, a separate build contract, 
with Hill Partnerships Ltd, was needed for the construction of the new school buildings. 

Construction started with the clearance of the site in July 2011. This included the 
demolition of the head’s house and the Octopus Gallery along Debden Road and 

Sarah Craven from the Sir James Reckitt 
Charity officially opened the MUGA in 
November 2011.



31www.friends.org.uk

the demolition of the sports pavilion on the field. Hoardings were erected and a 
special arrangement was made to provide access from the old school buildings to 
the classrooms in Leicester. This required a four-way gate to give alternate access for 
construction vehicles and for pupils and staff. By the beginning of the autumn term 
2011 the foundations for the new school were in place and the building started to rise 
out of the ground. The school team met with the building team once a month under 
the chairmanship of project manager Louis Scott, agreeing the details required as work 
developed. The requirements of the local authority building control had to be met; 
colours of exterior paintwork, handrails and steps had to be agreed. Next were the 
design and detail of windows and doors, interior staircases, the kitchen requirements, 
position of electric sockets and lights. We were soon into the colour of floors and 
walls, position of WC cubicles, and other interior details. Anna Bardos consulted with 
the junior school staff and all details were approved by Tony Watson and David Wood 
before being confirmed by Louis Scott to the builders. Meanwhile, during the autumn 
term the school contractors completed the construction of the MUGA, and following 
lots of discussion with the Environment Agency the new car park was finally completed 
on the last day of term!

By spring 2012, the walls and roofs were complete, the fitting of water and electricity 
pipes and cables completed, the plastering, fitting of interior doors, painting and 
decorating continued. The exterior paths, including the area for a fire engine, were laid 
out and landscaping commenced. The staff began to consider the layout of furniture, 
shelving and other interior fitting out, for completion during the summer holiday. The 
handover by the builder in July was followed by the school completing the move from 
the old Gibson House during the 
summer, and all was ready for the 
arrival of pupils at the beginning of 
September.

This brings to an end the first stage 
of the redevelopment plans. The 
frustration of the first five years of 
considerable work by governors 
and staff resulting in the refusal 
of planning permission has at last 
been redeemed by the successful 
completion of the new junior 
school. The original requirements 
set out in the first plans have had 
to be modified during the planning 
process, but the school has achieved 
its first object in providing a school 
for the early years fit for use in the 
twenty-first century. The new hall, 
although on the first floor, was 
nearly a casualty of funding. The use 
of Leicester for the juniors reduced 
the scale of the new building 

Sir Alan Haselhurst M.P., and Tony 
Watson, were joined by Georgia Rolls, 
a Sixth Former at Friends’ who began 

her education in the Junior School and 
Emina Koprivica, the youngest pupil in the 

Reception class, to turn the first sod and 
mark the beginning of construction.
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required and enabled this to be provided within the funds allocated. The completion 
of the sale of the surplus land provides the governors with a start to the next stage in 
redevelopment.

The school is very appreciative of all the work undertaken by both professional and 
volunteer supporters and of the co-operation of all the professional consultants 
and the development partners. The names of all those involved are set out in the 
appendices.

Tony Watson

The Avenue - Friends’ School Redevelopment,  
Saffron Walden, Essex

The Hill Group has been working with not- for-profit, statutory and voluntary sector 
housing providers since 1999 from offices in Cambridge and London.  When Friends’ 
School issued the competition invitation for the opportunity to work together Hill 
responded with a plan to deliver the new junior school and build new affordable 
and private homes on the Saffron Walden site. Clearly key to success was to deliver 
the much needed investment for the school whilst at the same time ensuring that 
the stunning visual amenity of the site, and particularly the avenue of limes was 
not comprised.  With award-winning architects Pollard Thomas Edwards and a local 
housing association, Hill put together a bid and the team was delighted when they 
were selected in 2008. 

With such a complex project there are a number of elements to be considered and 
the team had to meet financial, planning, design and buildability criteria to create a 
sustainable development, as well as allowing the school to continue functioning as 
usual. The viability of the whole scheme rested on tiers of cross-subsidy: the residential 
development funding the new junior school and improvement works and the private 
for-sale housing funding the affordable.

Architecturally, the proposals set out to maximise the intrinsic qualities of the site, 
and the team were delighted then to have their hard work recognised when the 
development won the Housing Design Project Award in July 2011 which recognises 
outstanding architecture and innovative building design.

Richard McCarthy, Director General for Housing and Planning at the Department for 
Communities commented: “Saffron Walden is one of England’s most beautiful market 
towns and the design of ‘The Avenue’ uses this existing context to brilliant effect. This 
is exactly the kind of scheme that challenges identikit houses by showing how to do 
something more contextual.”

Hastoe Housing Association, with local offices in Little Chesterford, is the housing 
association partner on the project. Their 19 homes (10 houses and flats) were available 
for occupation in August 2012. Most are rented but there are shared ownership 
flats, available for part-purchase. To meet the exacting standards required for public 
housing the homes have been built to Code for Sustainable Homes level 3 standards 
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and include photovoltaic panels 
which contribute 10% renewable 
energy.  The project also delivers a 
silver Building for Life score and is 
Lifetime Homes compliant.

Our projects are not just about the 
design and construction but also 
about the team who have been 
delighted to be closely involved with 
the teaching staff and students at 
the school during the course of the 
development.  With the delivery 
of the Junior School in summer 
2012 the commitment to working 
together on sustainability and 
building which have been included 
in the curriculum and the techniques 
from debates, time lapse filming, 
practical workshops and site visits 
will continue to be incorporated into 
daily life the school.

Rob Hall 
Development Director, Hill Residential Ltd.

Junior School children say farewell to the 
site manager, Ben Ephgrave, before his  

move to another development  
in Cambridge.
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Chapter 5 
QuAkers in educAtion

What are Buildings for?

It might seem strange to begin a chapter on Quaker education with the well-known 
Jesuit quotation ‘Give me a child before seven and I’ll give you the man’, but I am of 
the generation that has grown up following the ‘Seven Up’ series on television, which 
follows the fortunes of a group children born in 1960 and who have a variety of social 
backgrounds as they reach age seven, fourteen, twenty one and so forth.  Among 
the many interesting aspects of the programme, the fact that the start that children 
get in life and what they make of the opportunities that come their way are crucial to 
their life chances is most striking.  The young boy filmed in a small, isolated Yorkshire 
primary school did indeed go on to become a physicist.  The boy who wanted to 
be a jockey became one and the girl whose ambition it was to work in her local 
Woolworths did so.  The boys who, aged seven, knew which Oxford colleges they 
wanted to attend, got there.

The aspirations that children have, or more importantly, the aspirations that teachers 
have of their pupils are fundamentally important to the lives that young children will 
lead as adults and this responsibility as educators in the widest sense is something that 
Quakers have taken extremely seriously throughout their history.

So what are buildings for?  As we begin the academic year in our splendid new 
accommodation, there is a palpable sense of excitement.  We have enjoyed taking 
groups of visitors and parents around the shell of the new building, each time noting 
the progress that has been made as walls rose out of the chalk bed, roofs were nailed 
into place, walls plastered and fittings added.  As one would expect, as the end of last 
year approached many of us were touched by a sense of nostalgia for the old Gibson 
building and many will miss its quirkiness and idiosyncratic plumbing and heating in 
the same way that we feel sad when we say goodbye to a friend who we have come 
to know very well indeed over a number of years.  Nonetheless, we move on; we 
are proud of our bright, airy classrooms and the Watson Hall; as I have said on many 
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occasions, both public and private, pupils and teachers deserve the best surroundings 
that we can provide so that pupils can learn and grow and teachers can teach without 
the constraints that rather tired buildings impose.  That is what buildings are for.  But 
of course, they have to be the right buildings.

We are most fortunate that Tim Ronalds’ design suits the site so well, matching current 
buildings yet providing style and functionality in a typically unpretentious Quaker 
way.  A modern classroom looks quite different from those of yesteryear.  For teachers, 
blackboard and chalk gave way to whiteboards and marker pens before they, in their 
turn, gave way to inter-active white boards.   Already we are looking at notepads for 
each pupil – and who knows what technology will look like in ten years’ time.  Pupils 
learn through play, through exploration and investigation rather than in some Gradgrind-
like regime where children are regarded as vessels which need filling up with facts.

Although this Dickensian view of education is remote from Friends’ School pupils’ 
experiences today, it is worth remembering that even in the nineteenth century Quaker 
educational values challenged the traditional approach to children’s education.  It is 
remarkable to think that, although technology and buildings may change, we have 
inherited and promote an approach to education that has changed so very little over 
such a long period of time.  In fact, in many ways I would argue that, while successive 
Heads and teachers have been the stewards of a consistent, distinctive Quaker 
approach to education, the rest of the educational world has been quietly catching 
on to Quaker values.  Increasingly, when explaining to parents of prospective pupils 
why Friends’ School is the right school for their children, those reasons could apply 
to any good school – but, of course, the Quaker approach to education is different.  
Any good school will provide appropriate curriculum content in lessons and academic 
results which demonstrate that pupils attain their potential, but there is much more 
to education than this and the breadth of experiences beyond the confines of the 
timetable are ample evidence that a Friends’ School education reaches far beyond the 
acquisition of ‘skills’ and ‘knowledge’.
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For Quakers, practising respect for all people regardless of racial, social, ethnic, 
cultural, gender or class identity has never been a ‘politically correct’ act but a spiritual 
imperative based upon a clear underpinning philosophy.  Rejecting dogma, early 
Quakers turned inwards in silent contemplation in search of the Inner Light which 
represents ‘that of God in everyone’.  Consequently Quakers have expressed this in 
‘testimonies’ which emphasise respect for self and for others, harmony and conflict 
resolution and equality.   

It is these same beliefs upon which Friends’ School is built and which are evident from 
Nursery to Sixth Form.  Our youngest children learn how to play together, to share 
and to become aware that other children’s needs have to be accommodated, just as 
their classmates have to show courtesy to them.  These seeds are watered and sprout 
as our children grow up; increasingly our pupils are aware of our responsibilities as 
stewards of our environment and of the needs of less fortunate people both locally 
and overseas.  More importantly, these developing social consciences spur them into 
practical action and our oldest children increasingly play a significant part in the local 
community.  

Writing in 1998, Paul A Lacey observed that Quaker schools seek,

‘to encourage people to make the world better, to become informed, skilled agents 
of positive social, political and  economic change, devoted to the fullest possible 
expression of the particular world image and style of fellowship represented by the 
Quaker testimonies.’

And all this begins with our youngest 
children and the work done with them by 
dedicated Junior School staff.  ‘Give me a 
child before seven’, indeed.    

Which brings me back to our new buildings.  
Earlier in this publication, Tony Watson 
has led us through the early, formative 
years of Friends’ School from its origins in 
Clerkenwell, through our time in Croydon 
and on to the present day.  Throughout 
this time, though the buildings have 
changed, the values have not.  Our old 
Gibson building managed to reach its 100 
years birthday, evolving from Sanatorium 
to Junior School before its demolition.  
The Croydon building at the corner of our 
site continues as the Sixth Form boarding 
house, having outlived its purpose as 
embryonic Junior School and the Scout Hut, 
loved and loathed for many years in equal 
measure (depending on the season of the 
year) will finally by replaced by a fantastic 
new multi-use Watson Hall which will 
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provide not only great flexibility for the use of the school’s facilities, but a wonderful 
home venue for the splendid music and drama that is produced by Junior School staff 
and pupils, and, of course, for Quaker worship, the seeds of which are planted with 
periods of quiet reflection for even the very youngest of our pupils.

Looking ahead, I am filled with optimism for the future.  Our Governors have 
demonstrated in the best possible way their commitment to the school and all that 
it represents and achieves through the investment that has been made in such a vital 
area of the school.  As I said at the outset, the start that our children get from their 
very earliest experiences of school are vital and (at long last!) teachers and children can 
get on in a purpose-built environment that they will soon fill with writing and art work 
and music and – I hope – lots of chatter and laughter.  They all deserve no less.  

So where does this leave us?  When considering ‘What are buildings for?  Quakers in 
education’ perhaps the whole subject can be summed up very succinctly:

Buildings change.  Values don’t.

Graham Wigley 
Head of Friends’ School
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Governors involved in development planning

Martin Holmes, Old Scholar, governor 1989–2008 
Naomi Sargant, Old Scholar, governor 1995–2006 
David Jones, Old Scholar, governor 1996–2005 
Katie Frost, Old Scholar, governor2003-2010

The Project Steering Group

Tony Watson, Old Scholar, governor 2000–2010 
Shaun O’Callaghan, parent, governor 2001–2008 
Amanda Carpenter, Old Scholar, governor 2002–2005 
Alison Whitfield, Old Scholar, governor 2003–2010 
Sheila Brignall, parent, governor 2003–2010 
Jenny Marks, governor 2007–present 
Chris Hayward, parent, governor 2008–2010 
Douglas Kent, Old Scholar, governor 2008–present 
Ray Wells, parent, governor 2010 – 2012

Old Scholar co-opted member of project steering group

Mark Bertram, 2005–2007

Appendix 1
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Staff involved in development planning and members of the 
project steering group

Sarah Westerhuis, Old Scholar, staff 1989–present 
Jane Corwin, staff 1996–2008 
Andy Waters, parent, staff 2001–2006 
Andrew Holmes, staff 2001–present 
David Wood, parent, staff 2005–present 
Graham Wigley, staff 2006–present

Appendix 2
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Professional consultants

Architects: Tim Ronalds, Anna Bardos (Tim Ronalds Architects) 
Planning consultant: Chris Knight (Savilles) 
Land valuation surveyors: Paul Gooderham, Simon Gooderham 
Project managers: Brian Irving, Louis Scott (Davis Langdon) 
CDM co-ordinator: Richard Tyrrell (Davis Langdon) 
Development surveyors: Brian Buckingham, Ian Wickerson (Bidwells) 
Quantity surveyor: Alistair Gibson (Sherrif Tiplady Associates) 
M & E consultant: Phil Armitage (Max Fordham Engineers) 
Solicitors: Christine de Ferrars Green, Katherine Pearson, Caroline Bywater (Mills & Reeve)

Appendix 3
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Development partners

Hill Group 
Andy Hill 

Hill Residential Ltd.

Rob Hall, Nick Parkinson, Joanna Thornhill, Heather Beamish

Construction partners

Jon Thistlewaite, Nick Silk, Geoff Hayles, Michael Holliday, Ben Ephgrave, Garvan Foan, 
Scott Dunbar, Matthew Goakes, David Bulford, Tony Waller (Hill Partnerships Ltd) 
Teresa Borsak, Philip Lee (Pollard Thomas & Edwards Ltd, Architects) 
Engineers: Mike Lloyd, Gavin Ackland (Scott Wilson Ltd, Engineers)

Appendix 4
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This book, like most projects at Friends’ School, has been a team effort.

The School thanks all those included in this acknowledgement for their contributions:

The authors of each chapter who made this book possible.

Kirsten Batcheler for photographs and print production.

Martin Hugall for help with archived material.

Hill Residential Ltd for their contribution to printing costs.

The following publications were used for reference in the writing of this book.

David W. Bolam, “Unbroken Community”, published in 1952. 

John C. Woods, “A Hundred Years at Saffron Walden 1879–1979”. 

Hilary Hockley, editor, “The School on the Hill”, published for the tercentenary in 2002.
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